How to
Ferret Proof Your
House Plants!
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Introduction

As a ferret owner, | KNOW you're going to be interested in this!

As any ferret owner knows, ferrets and house plants are, well — just incompatible.
They simply have this all consuming passion to dig everything out of the pot and
make the biggest mess possible.

However, a while ago | was musing on how to fix the little critters once and for all,
and developed the following strategy.

Very simply, what we did was create a simple barrier between ferret and potting
mix, using a couple of things you can find in any hardware/garden store, and
about half an hour. The result — plants safe and, well, no more ferret digging.

I've put together a few pictures and some basic instructions, which will at least
give you the idea of what to do.

Experiment with some variations, but I think you’ll agree that this is a pretty good

fix for a very annoying problem. Don’t worry about the lousy quality of the photos
— we’re not entering a photography exhibition!
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What you need

All you need is a pack of flat stones from the garden center...

And some sort of adhesive. | used clear silicone aquarium sealant. That way it's
pretty much invisible and also should be non-toxic...

GLASS
€ siLicone
SEALANT =
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What to do

OK —it’s pretty simple to understand, but a little tricky, particularly at the end.
What we’re going to do is build a barrier of around 2-3 layers of these flat
pebbles, gluing them all together, making the whole thing as firm as possible
without either completely blocking all the spaces (so you can’t water the plant), or
leaving ugly blobs of adhesive visible. As | said, the problem is much less if you
use clear sealant.

So, get your pot and fill it with potting mix up to the right level. Lay out your first
layer of pebbles. Although I didn’t do it in this example, it would be a good idea to
poke some sort of stick into the soil in the centre. That way you can’t cover it with
a pebble...
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Next job is to carefully add more pebbles to bridge each gap, using the sealant to
stick the upper level to the tops of the lower level, until you've pretty much filled
that top area properly. Go for 3 layers maybe. | didn’t quite have enough pebbles

in this one...

Now — LET THE ADHESIVE SET!
Watch my lips - LET THE ADHESIVE SET!

Don’t mess around with it just yet, because you'll be sorry you did — the sealed
joints between the pebbles aren’t strong enough yet, and it will all fall apart!
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Not sure what happened to the color in this one — never mind!

When the sealant has completely cured, carefully lift out the mass of pebbles and
turn it over onto its upper side, so that you’re now looking at the bottom of the
pebbles which were in contact with the soil. | actually thought I'd taken a picture
of that, but now | can’t find it. You get the idea anyway!

Your job now is to pack generous quantities of sealant around that underside,
with the aim of strengthening the whole thing. Again, don’t go overboard, or you'll
find you can’t water your plant any more.

Wait for it all to set again. Pick it up, and if you've done it right, it will be firmly
held together, but with all the “joints” still nice and flexible.
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Now comes the tricky bit. Have you been wondering “how can | get the whole lot
put together — pot, plant and barrier”?

What you have to do is, with a very sharp knife, carefully cut through the sealant
and cut a “path of least resistance”, from the perimeter to the hole in the center.
In this example, | cut through the joint at “1”, which is easy to see, and also
almost horizontally between the 2 stones at “2”.

If you keep in mind from the beginning that this will be the final thing you need to
do, you'll be able to take care in initially placing the stones.

Once you've done that, put the whole thing to one side and plant whatever you
want into the pot. | used a “spider plant.”

The next bit will need two people. Get someone else to hold the plant out of the
way for you. Pick up the pebble barrier and “twist” it so that the pathway you cut
through the pebbles opens up and you can sort of slide it around the stem of the
plant. If you've done the whole thing carefully and you've built a good robust
barrier, you'll find you can bend it quite a lot without it all coming apart. That is, of
course, if you didn’t get all impatient and try to do this before the sealant cures
properly. If you didn’t, it WILL come apart
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Release the pebbles and the barrier will go back to its original shape, which of
course will nicely fit over the potting mix.

The end result? A happy plant which you can water properly, protected from just
about any ferret’s attentions...

Any guarantees? Absolutely not — we are after all talking ferrets here

However, | hope you've got the idea of how to do this. I'm sure some of you will
experiment and come up with enhancements to this, but overall it's pretty simple.

Have fun!
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Testing, testing, testing....

Seems to work
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